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For farmers facing hard times, law relieves tax headache 


By Joseph Morton 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


WASHINGTON — Longtime Iowa 
bankruptcy attorney Joe Peiffer has 
worked for decades with farmers 
who have fallen on hard times. 

One challenge that has bedeviled 
many of his clients over the years 


is the significant tax hit they take 
when selling land — and the result- 
ing veto power that gives the IRS 
over their reorganization plans. 

“This is a very common situ- 
ation that the taxes are a huge 
problem when a farmer downsiz- 
es,” Peiffer said. “It’s been that 
way my whole career.” 


Congress just approved legislation 
sponsored by Sens. Chuck Grassley, 
R-Iowa, and Al Franken, D-Minn., 
that aims to address the problem 
that arises when farmers sell land in 
an effort to address their debt. 

Selling that land triggers poten- 
tially significant capital gains tax- 
es that turn the IRS into a major 


creditor — one that has the ability 
to demand payment ahead of oth- 
ers and to prevent approval of a 
farmer’s debt reorganization plan. 

The new law sends the IRS to the 
back of the line as an unsecured 
creditor that simply gets a pro rata 
share of whatever’s left over. 

“If that means it’s a nickel on the 


dollar, that’s all they get,” Peiffer 
said. “If that means it’s a penny on 
the dollar, that’s all they get.” 
That’s a big boon to the strug- 
gling farmer trying to restructure 
debt in a way that allows him to 
keep farming. It also potentially 
leaves more for other creditors. 


See Bankruptcy: Page 2 


The PSC’s approval of an alternative route for the Keystone XL pipeline gives TransCanada new expenses to consider 


as it decides whether to go ahead with the project. And scores of Nebraska landowners suddenly on the pipeline’s 


path must make their own cost-benefit analyses. Some farmers welcome extra cash; others fear for their land. 
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ADJUSTING TO ADJUSTED ROUTE 


By PauL HAMMEL 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


ULYSSES, Nebraska — One hun- 
dred yards west of Dave Rech’s 
farmhouse, buried 4 feet deep in the 
rich soil of Butler County, hundreds 
of thousands of barrels of Canadian 
crude flow by each day. 

When TransCanada placed its 30- 
inch Keystone pipeline across Rech’s 
farmland a decade ago, he said he 
didn’t give it much thought. 

There wasn’t much controversy, 
he said. 

But now Rech said he’s not sure he 
wants his land crossed by a second 
pipeline, the Keystone XL, which is 
bigger and has sparked much more 


controversy. 

“I wish it would go away,” he said, 
“but it’s probably not going to.” 

Last week a state agency narrow- 
ly approved a route across Nebraska 
for the new Keystone XL. But it was 
a curveball to Calgary-based Trans- 
Canada, because it wasn’t the pathway 
favored by the pipeline company. 

Instead of celebrating the comple- 
tion of a nine-year-long odyssey to get 
regulatory approval from the State of 
Nebraska, TransCanada officials now 
have to consider the delays and extra 
money it will take to adjust their pre- 
ferred route across the state for what 
will be a third time. 


See Pipeline: Page 4 
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The approved detour of the Keystone XL pipeline was a double whammy for Dave Rech 


of Ulysses, Nebraska. His two farms, in Butler and Boyd Counties, are on the route. 


Original Keystone XL 
Sand Hills route 
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High-profile targets in U.S. weren't 
told by FBI about Russian hacking 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
hackers’ targets: the former head 
of cybersecurity for the U.S. Air 
Force, a former National Security 
Council official and a former head 
of the Defense Intelligence Agency. 

All were caught up in a Russian 
government-aligned cyberespio- 
nage campaign. None received a 
warning from the FBI. 

The bureau repeatedly failed to 
alert targets of the Russian hacking 
group known as Fancy Bear despite 
knowing for more than a year that 
their personal emails were in the 
Kremlin’s sights, an Associated 
Press investigation has found. 

“No one’s ever said to me ‘Hey, 
Joe, you’ve been targeted by this 


1» 


Russian group, ” said former Navy 
intelligence officer Joe Mazzafro, 
whose inbox the hackers tried to 
compromise in 2015. “That our own 
security services have not gone out 
and alerted me, that’s what I find 
the most disconcerting.” 

The FBI declined to answer most 
questions from the AP on the topic, 
but did say: “The FBI routinely no- 
tifies individuals and organizations 
of potential threat information.” 

Three people familiar with the 
matter said the FBI has known the 
details of Fancy Bear’s attempts to 
break into Gmail inboxes for more 
than a year. A senior FBI official, 
who was not to authorized to public- 


See Hack: Page 2 
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REDUCING THE STIGMA 


Under new guidelines, some who 
are HIV-positive feel ‘wiped clean’ 


THE WASHINGTON Post 


Last year, Chris Kimmenez and 
his wife asked their doctors a simple 
question. Could Chris, who has been 
HIV-positive since 1989 but keeps 
the virus in check through medica- 
tion, transmit it sexually to Paula? 

They were pretty sure they 
knew the answer. Married for more 
than 30 years, they had not always 
practiced safe sex, but Paula Bur- 
nett-Kimmenez showed no signs of 
having the virus. 

Their physicians told them that 
although there may still be a slight 
risk, unprotected sex was fine, said 
Kimmenez, 56, of Philadelphia. 

Simple acknowledgments like 
that one mark the arrival of a 


historic moment in the history of 
HIV: Medical authorities are pub- 
licly agreeing that people with un- 
detectable viral amounts cannot 
transmit HIV. 

The policy change has profound 
implications for the way people 
view the virus. It promises not just 
unprotected sex for couples like 
Kimmenez and his wife, but also 
reduced stigma for the 1.2 million 
Americans living with HIV. The 
change also offers the hope that 
more people will be tested and begin 
treatment if they are found to have 
the virus rather than live in denial. 

“There was something in me that 
said I’m damaged and I made a 


See HIV: Page 2 


